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Light rail was supposed to cause a development boom in the
Hiawatha corridor, but a new study shows that the Blue Line has had
little effect on land use near rail platforms in its first six years.

Sarah West, an economics professor at Macalester College, and
Needham Hurst, a graduate student at Harvard, found that the Blue
Line, which began carrying passengers between the Mall of America
and downtown Minneapolis in 2004, caused almost no increase in the
likelihood of new development up to 2010. Their new paper is coming
out in Regional Science and Urban Economics.

“The effects of light rail, at least through 2010 in Minneapolis, are very
small, and are limited to industrial and single-family parcels,” West
said in an interview.

Using U.S. census data not released until 2012, as well as
Metropolitan Council land use surveys and city of Minneapolis data,
the study looked at parcels near light rail platforms and calculated the
likelihood of land use change, then compared that with the likelihood
of land use change for parcels throughout Minneapolis.

Blue Line trains connect

downtown Minneapolis and
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Study says Blue Line’s effect on Hiawatha development has been minimal, but authors

say such benefits can take years to be realized.
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• Ends in 2010 

 

• So, misses McGough Bloomington Central Station, Nic on 
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 A recent analysis of the Hiawatha, or Blue Line, showed 

that light rail caused almost no increase in the likelihood 

of new development near rail platforms in its first six 

years.  

Developers eyeing sites, building along Southwest light rail line 
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Transit investment  

Economic development 
 

• Green Line  $1.7 billion in development  

before the line opens 
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